
 
 

 
…serving the church by facilitating a vital flow of understanding to fulfill the Great Commission 

 
TOPIC is an international coalition of pastoral training organizations accelerating and improving pastoral training 
where the Church is growing,  by: 

• Equipping the trainers of pastoral leaders 
• Increasing the effectiveness of trainers of pastoral trainers 
• Building the capacity of pastoral training organizations 

Resulting in pastoral leaders who are Christ-like servants . . . who biblically shepherd a congregation of believers 
to fulfill the Great Commission for the Glory of God . . . by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Some of the latest ongoing activities by Pastor Training Coalition Members are listed here by region: 
 

Brazil  
TOPIC Brasil just celebrated its 6th National Consultation, 
held in Anapolis (August 2008).  As a reflection of the deep 
commitment to the formation of leadership for the Church in 
Brazil, Moodle1 courses are being offered via the Internet. 
TOPIC TV is now transmitting classes, training sessions and 
whole courses.   
 
The 2008 Consultation counted on representatives from 
diverse sectors committed to ministry formation and training.  
Participants represented cross-cultural missionary 
organizations, publishing houses, and theological seminaries.  
They also represented pastoral trainers from regions of the 
Amazon, indigenous tribes, rural villages as well as those 
adept in new technologies.  Healthy interaction, dialogue and 
debates marked the encounter.  A training track, which 
focused on the 14 Principles of Educational Life-Long 
Learning, was facilitated by Pastor Lowell Bailey.  This 
course was filmed in its entirety for later transmission on 
TOPIC TV.  Pastor Juracy Carlos Bahia was appointed 
Chairman of the TOPIC Brasil Board and Dr. Joao Batista 
Cavalcante was named Executive Secretary.   
 
About a year ago, the leadership of TOPIC Brasil made a 
decision to add a strong internet communications component 
to their equipping ministry.   Gifted IT experts donated 
countless hours to upgrade the website: 
www.TOPICBrasil.org.  Once a participant has been screened 
and assigned a password—scores of pastoral training courses 
are downloadable, right from the site.  In the past six months, 
the results have been outstanding with the following monthly 
averages: 

• People accessing the site: 1,277/ mo. 
• Kbytes accessed: 657,178/mo. 
• Individual visits: 2,354/mo. 

                                                
1 Moodle is an open source course management system 

• Pages downloaded: 24,907/mo. 
• Archives downloaded: 17,571/mo. 
• Number of individual hits: 26,072/mo. 

 
This is proving to be a wonderful addition to the already 
strong equipping ministry carried out by the TOPIC Brasil 
volunteers.  There are five capable Brazilian pastors who 
provide overall leadership, with twenty-seven servant-leaders 
who are trainers of trainers and over 400 trainers of pastoral 
leaders.  Their goal is to see 8,000 equipped and maturing 
Brazilian pastoral leaders by the end of 2008. 
 
Please Email: executivo@TOPICbrasil.org  for 
additional information 

East Africa 
A Burundi Pastoral Leaders Training Workshop was held June 
30 – July 4, 2008 in Bujumbura, Burundi’s Capital.  Seventy-
eight pastoral trainers and pastoral leaders gathered at the 
Centre de Formation de Kinindo (CEPBU). The training event 
was coordinated by ALARM (African Leadership and 
Reconciliation Ministries) and co-sponsored by TOPIC.  
 
The equipping team for the Workshop included: Rev. 
Deogratias Nshimiyimana (a Free Methodist Pastor and 
ALARM Burundi Country Director), Pastor Dick Robinson 
(Associate Pastor – Elmbrook Church, Brookfield, WI – who 
was born and raised in the Democratic Republic of Congo), 
Pastor David Bulger (Executive Director/TOPIC Southern 
Africa Region) and  Rev. J. Paul Landrey (TOPIC 
International Director).  Rev. Deogratias’ sessions focused on 
The Burundian Pastor – God’s Call, the Pastor’s Role and the 
Pastor’s Responsibility.  Pastor Dick Robinson, using a 
narrative teaching style, led participants through the Book of 
Acts – with the theme: The Gospel is for Everyone.  Pastors 
David Bulger and Paul Landrey led the group in identifying 
needs & strengths of Burundian pastoral leaders and trainers. 

(More of East Africa on back of page) 
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 (East Africa, Continued) 
 
This resulted in a plan of action to train trainers in the near 
future. 
 
Please Email: Deo@alarm­burundi.org for 
additional information 
 

The Americas  
TOPIC endeavors to facilitate training for Pastoral Training 
Institutions through Master Trainer Seminars. These seminars 
are conducted by Coalition members or directly by TOPIC 
staff—as has been the case in Honduras, with titles like “Team 
Building” and “Teaching to Teach.”  “Scratching Where It 
Itches” is the basic philosophy behind these efforts.  There are 
many Pastoral Training institutions that are directed by 
persons who are not educators by training but serve out of a 
sense of call or vocation.  The same can be said about teachers 
in many of the training institutions in countries with weaker 
economies where the Church is growing. Christian NGO 
directors are invited to attend pertinent seminars.  Sometimes 
local WEA coordinators invite TOPIC to teach groups of 
pastors and leaders a specific subject—according to the 
pastoral training needs—as has been the case in Ecuador.   
 
Please   Email: ottoTOPIC@racsa.co.cr for additional 
information 

India  
• Mathetes Model is a disciple-formation 

methodology designed, written and field tested by 
Asians, by Asia for Asians.  Master Trainer 
Seminars, equipping pastors to use the Mathetes 
model, have been conducted in Chennai (Madras), 
Bangalore and Delhi.  The Mathetes Training 
Manual has been translated into Hindi and Tamil 
and is being widely used.  

• Christ and Missional Leaders- authored by J. N. 
Manokaran (Managing Director/TOPIC India) has 
been published in English and is being used as 
resource material for leadership seminars.  The book 
is soon to be published in Hindi (for India) and in 
Filipino for Filipino pastors in the Philippines.  

• Equipping the Saints (ETS) – Master Trainer 
Seminars, to train pastoral trainers in this 
discipleship training model, have been conducted in 
Hyderabad, Nagpur and Siliguri.   

• A National Gathering of Master Trainers was 
held in Chennai in February 2008 with over ninety 
master trainers, the first ever gathering of its kind in 
India.  It was a time for networking, sharing personal 
and ministry stories as well as planning for the 
future.   
 

Please Email: jnmanokaran@gmail.com for 
additional information 

The Philippines  
A Continuing Education Institute (CEI) – was held July 7-
11, 2008 in Cagayan de Oro (northern Mindanao).  Forty-nine 
pastoral trainers and CORE pastors participated.  It was held at 
the Hub Training Center, Golden City Alliance Fellowship 
(GCAP), in Cagayan de Oro.  This CEI gathered all the CORE 
pastors from Visayas (central Philippines) and Mindanao 
regions.  They came from Aklan, Dumaguete, Leyte, 
Zamboanga, CDO, Davao and Butuan.   
 
The 2008 CEI was one of the three major training events of 
TOPIC Philippines, in pursuit of CORE 300, a five-year 
pastoral leadership development program.  CORE stands for: 
Community Of Regional Equippers.  A total of 354 pastors 
throughout the country are now involved.  The equipping team 
included Pastor Philip Flores (National Coordinator of TOPIC 
Philippines), Pastor Herman Moldez (MentorLink 
Philippines), Pastor Roli Manuel (PCEC), Pastor Nathan 
Costes (C&MA), and Bishop Efraim Tendero (National 
Director of the Philippine Council of Evangelical 
Churches/PCEC). 
Major Courses of Study Offered: 

• Handling Conflicts Biblically 
• Understanding the Church 
• Mentoring for Life and Leadership Development 

Group Discussion Theme: “Just like Jesus…” 
 
Please Email:  pcflores@philnavs.org for additional 
information 
 

Southern Africa 
• In the second half of 2008, TOPIC Southern Africa is 

conducting a conference and several workshops on 
the subject of 'pastoring of pastors'.  This continues 
efforts focused on mentoring, that began in late 2004.  

• TOPIC SA is launching a specific initiative to equip 
pastoral leaders. The goal is  to provide peer 
shepherding to each other, bringing them, their 
families and churches to health.  A conference was 
held in Johannesburg in August, with 115 leaders 
from nine countries (Brazil, Malawi, Mozambique, 
South Africa, Swaziland, Uganda, USA, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe).  

• This was an initiative of TOPIC Southern Africa, the 
Evangelical Alliance of South Africa      

              (TEASA) and the Church Planting Alliance (CPA) of 
 South Africa.   

• Follow-up workshops are scheduled through 
November in Malawi, Swaziland, Zambia, Zimbabwe 
and three provinces of South Africa. 
 

Please Email: TOPIC@TOPICsa.net for additional 
        information 
For the Himalayan Region Email: dryrai@yahoo.com 
For Educational Strategies & Effectiveness please  
       Email: a3gm@mac.com 
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